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Introduction to the Stewardship Project

Our high school Science at HAST focuses on integrating all Science subjects across the year. As a 
culminating project for our Ecology unit, students will use their knowledge and skills to be a member 
of the Nab Team. Over the course of four weeks, students will study the five aquatic invaders which 
effect our local area and educate their fellow students as well as local boaters and fishermen on how to 
nab these invaders.

Objective

Utilizing materials from the  “Nab the Aquatic Invader” workshop, 9 th graders will participate in 
activities to get know 7th graders. The 9th graders will then use the “Nab the Aquatic Invader” website, 
as well as outside research, to prepare lessons to teach the 7th grade about the most common aquatic 
invaders in our region. The two grades will join forces to create materials which we can distribute to 
local boaters and fishermen. 

Student Activities

Students completed the following tasks

• create a video to let the school know the Nab Team is coming
• interact with 7th grade students in an introductory activity involving a ballast water demo
• teach a 7th grade class about 5 aquatic invaders including how they came to our region and the 

dangers they pose on the local ecosystem
• create and distribute educational materials that will teach boaters and fishermen how to help 

stop the invasion
• mentor a 7th grade class as they complete their educational materials

Outcomes/Impacts of the Project

By the end of the project, students gained knowledge about the major aquatic invaders, their effects on 
our region, and how to control the spread of the invaders, as well as why we need to support AIS 
projects and provide education. 

The 9th graders have had opportunities to take on a variety of roles that are not normally 
provided in a traditional classrooms. Students have had the chance to be researchers, designers, 
teachers, mentors and leaders. I saw a great deal of growth in how my students interact with each other 
and with younger students. 

Students also learned the importance of being an active member of their communities in order 
to bring about environmental change. We are already looking forward to creating another AIS project 
next Spring and continuing multiple grade level projects as our school.



Our day of interactive lessons on AIS



Educational Materials & Mentoring




